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uimvrs mis aftkun^n and evening.

fONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUSE.
A KILTY, at s P. M.; closes at 10 :ii P. M.

park theatre, \
Iroadwar botweeti Twautv-flrrt and Twenty-necond
streets..GILDfcl AGE, at <i P. closes atlfl;WP. M.
Mr Julin T. Raymond. Matinee at z p. M.

OLYMPIC TUEATRK, I
No 624 Brosil .VaH IfclT Y, *4 b P. M.; closes at 10 :45
X. M. Ma mice aH P. M.

BOOTH'S THEATRE,
corner ot Twentvthird street and ?ixth avenue..
LITTLE EM'I.Y, at 8 P. M closes at 10SO P. M. Mr.
Howe, ilatli.ee al 1:3U P. M.

new tork >tadt theatbb,
Xowery .La Bi.I.LE UKLENK, at A p. M.; closes at
JOJO P. M Mt=!< Liu a Mayr

ROMA> HIPPODROME,
Twenty-sivh -itrect mid Fourth avennc..BLUE
BF.ARD and Ftfh AT PEK1N, atternouu and evening,
at 2 and "i.

TTVOLI THEATRE,
'JSIghth street..VaMISIi, ai3 P. .\l.;uloses at 11 P. U.

fifth avenue theatre.
Twenty -etfjnth sirr-et uud Broadway..PYGMALION
fA \D GALATEA, at a 1». M. clones at 10 :J0 P. JL Miss
CarloU* Leclercq. Matinee at 1 3U P. M.

bryant's opera house,
WeM Twenty third street, near -txtli avoune..NEGRO
MlNSTUi.L.iY. Ac... at H P. M.; closes al lu P. M. Dan
-.Bryant. Matinee at '1 P. M.

metropolitan museum f ati",Tonrteentli street..Onen from 10 A M. to 6 P. SL

NIBLO'S,
Broadwar .JACK AN JILL, aid P. M.; closes at 10:45
P. U. Matinee at i P. M.

BROOKLYN THEATRE,
Washington street.MACBETH, at 8 1'. M. Mr. Frank
Roach, Mrs. Coil way. Matinee at i P. M..LEAH.

association HALL.
CONCERT, at3 P. M. Miss Heilbrou.

SAN FRANCISCO MINSTRELS.
"Broadway, corner of Twenty-ninth street..NEORO
Ml.vsTKEL&Y, at 8 P. M.; closes atlu P. M. Matinee at
2 I'. M.

ROBINSON HALL.
Sixteenth stropt.-BK'ione dl'll CARE, at r p M.;
closes at 10:45 P. M. Mr. Maecabe. Matinee at 2 P. M.

OLOBE THEATRR,
Broadway..VARIETY, at& P. M.; cluses at 10-30 p. M.
Matinee ati P. M.

brooklyn park theatre.
KINO JOHN, at 8 1*. M. Mrs. Agnes Booth, J. B. Booth.
"Matinee at 2 P. M.

lyceem theatre,
Fourteenth street and Sixth avenue..MADAME
L' * RCHIUt'C, at H p. M : close* at 10:fc> P. M. Miss
Emily So'.oeue. Matinee at 1:30 P. M.

wallace'S thkatre,
Broadway..THk SHaUOHRacn. a' hp m.: closes at
10 W P. M. Mr. Boucicuult. Matinee at 1:30 P. M.

theatrk comiqie.
1fo. 514 Broadway -V A'tlETY, at i P.M.; closes at 11
P. M. Matinee at 2 1*. M.

wood'S MCSET'M.
Sroi-lwar, corner Thirtieth =treet FORTY THIEVES,
at 2 P. M., closes at 4 "49 P. M. AFTBU DARK, at 8 P.
M.; closes at 10:»5 P. M. J H. Tinson.

.nr.innruhiiAJi in r.Ai at.
No. MS Broadway..VARIETY, at t< p. M. ; closes at 10 :30
P. M. M Jtiuee at 2 1*. M

OERMANIA THEATRE,
TonrU-enth -"Trect.-DiE JOURNALISM. at 8 P. M.;
cio^c - about 11 P. M.

GRAND OPERA HOUSE.
Twenty thinl utrt et ami Kiirhtli avenue .TITE BLACK
CRooK, at S P.M.; closes at 11 P. M. Matinue at 1 JO
P. M

NKW YORK, SATURDAY, JANUARY 2, 1875.
'

from our reports this morning the probabilities
are that the weather to-day will be warmer with
snow or rain.

The Louisiana Investigation eontinnes,
but nothing was elicited yesterday to shed
any new light upon the situation.

Matop. Wiokham called on Mayor Vance
.yesterday and the two changed places as

naturally and quietly as the n«;w year took
the place of the old.

The Vickseubg Tiiorpi.Es will soon be suf-
ficiently "investigated" to make their origin
as doubtful as the cause of the disorders in
Louisiana. In both cases the testimony is so

contradictory that the committees will need an

expert to find the truth.

The Inauguration op Governor To-den at
Albany yesterday passed ofl" without incident
except in the somewhat unusual speeches
made by the outgoing and the incoming Ex-
ecutive. The two old gentlemen talked at
each other in a very familiar way, and by
their amiable treatment oi one another set an
example that will not soon be forgotten.
Ton Arnim on Jottsnaxwm..Count Von

Amitu's knowledge of newspapers and newspaperwriters iB one of the unexpected reflationsof tbo recent trial. In his letter to
Privy Councillor Von Balan there are a numberof unique little '-pergonals" about the
Parisian writers for the German press, and
not the least remarkable thing about them is
how readily they may be translated into colloquialEnglish. For instance, he says Mr.
Hafner, who "wntes the strongly democratic
Paris letters" of the Augsburger AUyrrnein*
ZrUuntj, also "works" for the Tagtfrprtsst.
Thaa he speaks of "a certain Cervacy" as

"the husband of the pianiste Clans," and followsit with a neat little biography of Simon
Deutsch, quite full enough, but < ntirely too
good for a biographical dictionary. Apart
from his great knowledge of journals and

journalists the Count shows the peculiar
qualifications which would fit him for the
guild, for he writes as well as the writers
whom he discusses. The subject, however,
has another aspect This letter reveals the
importance that is attached to the newspapers
as political power by the great European
leaden, the German Empire itself not feeling
secure unless it has the fullest information in
regard to the press and thusc who write lot iU

Kh
Th« Resolution In Spain.

The revolution in Spain would be un unex-

pected event if in Spain anything could be
regarded as unexpected. It is just a year
.since Serrauo and luu friends took possession
of the government. The republic of Figueraa
and Castolar tell before the cannon of Pavia.
Serrano has retained power without making
any 8<*riouH effort toward pacification of the
country. Power has himply been a pretext
lor the monarchy. Alter the coupd'iiat there
could be no solution to the problem but the
monarchy or a new revolution. A new revolutiondied away with the fall of Cartagena.
Many of the republican experiments alarmed
And did nut assure the people. From the
Lime that Fiyueras and Castelar failed to con- °

jolidate the republic upon the basis of a re- I
^>guition of all republican interests there has 1

Seen no hopv lor a republic. However beau- ^
:iiul the dreams of Pi y Murgall and the
iranscendentaliBta, they were impracticable,. 11

llie Spanish republican leaders proved to be 1

Ireaaieru and not statesmen. As Caa- n

,rlar said, "they know all about the b

heory and nothing about the prac- \ ^

.ice of repn' janiHm; they saw only ^

he wide-spreading heavens abovo them and 11

tumbled over the first stone in their path." ^

Juo illusion succeeded another until in time 11

ill interests became alarmed, and those who a

.earned most earnestly for a republic aban- ^
ioned it Castelar himself surrendered when c

le avowed himself a Spaniard before ho was
E

i republican; when ho confessed that there
yere higher interests in Spain than those 1£

which a republic could serve. CaaU-lar j
fancied that it was possible to unite all classes

n support of a republic ; that the
nen who had sustained the monarchy ; who < ^
)wed to royalty that which they moat chei- '

shed.money and rank.would really support ^

i system which would give them no money
hey did not earn, and no rank higher than
:itizens of Spain, w

Serrano came into power as an expedient. j1He did not proclaim the monarchy because it
eas necessary to make terms with the mon-

11

ireh. He has held power until the compl®- ^
tion of these negotiation*. Don Carlos has W

been found impossible. His claim of legiti- *

macy is untenable, as Ferdinand VH. had as

much right to change the law of succession e

back to the custom which prevailed when Isa- 0

bella was Queen with Ferdinand, as Philip V. a

had to annul that ancient law. Personally,
^

Don Carlos would not nave pleased a party
who want a king they can rule, and not a king ^

who will insist upon ruling. ' 'Divine right"
is a holy legend, and looks well on coins and ^
proclamations ; but Don Carlos would be too ^
much of a king for a soldier who has too
often held the substance ol power. Serrano
ruk<l Spain through the affections of the
foolish woman who was recently its Queen,
and he may rule it again through the helplessnossof the lad who now stumbles up
the steps of the throne. Don Carlos is a

real soldier and a real king, and not a hall-
formed lad. Furthermore, the system which
Don Carlos represents would be almost as impossibleas the system of the "irreconcila-
bles" who held Cartagena. He is a religious
monarch at the head of a religious party,
ultrumontanist, legitimist, regarding the Pope "f
as the infallible ruler of the political and re-

ligious affairs of the earth. In some happy
future state.in heaven, let us suppose.
where religious influences will have their
proper value, and we shall all know precisely
what religion does represent, a government
like that of Don Carlos would be feasible.
But in this vulgar, questioning, thinking
world, where human beings have opinions,
government must recognize liberty and inde-
pendence of thought. This is the bar in the

way of Don Carlos even in Spain. The dif- }
ference between Alfonso and Don Carlos is (
the difference between expediency and a ]
principle. Alfonso's supporters will not re- \
store the Inquisition ; they will not give ]
back the confiscated lands; they will limit j
the influence of the Church, so far as politi-
cal affairs are concerned ; they will respect
the Pope without obeying him, and deal with
him as a bishop and not as a prince.
The new King who comes to the throne of

Spain is only a name, in spite of the highsoundingtalk about constitutional monarchywhich the cable attributes to him.
It would be a waste of time to considerhim as in any real sense a ruler.
To our minds there is nothing so much
a burlesque upon the whole monarchical
system as the fact that it is " necessary
for the welfare of Spain" that a lad gi seven-

teen, without sense or experience enough to
manage a bell-punch on a street railway car,
should be called upon to guide the destinies
of a great country. The question arises, who
wili be the favorite. We do not see how it
can be any other than Serrano. It is his
trade. This conspiracy is as much his work
as though he had summoned Alfonso to the
throne by an order of the day. But the Prince
be now calls to Madrid is the same Prince
whose family he only a few years since
drove from the throne. We presume His
Majesty has pardoned that act of treachery,
which, after all, gave him a crown; but as

treason is never really pardoned, at least by
kings, we may have our own opinion as to the
sincerity of the reconciliation. In the nature
of things Serrano must be for a little time the
master of Spain. He controls the army,
though nominally tho command has been
tinned over to General Laserna. He has

1 \ a tt :ii 1 a_

a large pamviuu parijr. no win imv> to

coniront a Btrong republican sentiment
Wpain is more republican than it was even

under Cnstetej, for republicanism thrives
in opposition, and the generation of .Spaniards
now coming to the front is largely republican.
The new King will need a strong government,
that is to say he will need cannon and men
who can use them. Thcsu he wdl find with
Serrano. He will probably make him a

'

prince and add to his emoluments and throw ^
a bandbox full of titles and decorations [
around among the men who have "pro-
nount* d " for him, and do what he can to satisfythe nation.
But it is not an easy task, not even for a

prince who rules by the grace of (kid, with
Serrano to look alter the cannon. There will,
of course, be the first blush of enthusiasm, as

tLcre alway6 :i whon we have anything now.

People will be interested in the innocent
yaung stripling, who is summoned by an

absurdly cruel fate from his cricket balls
and ponies to the responsibilities of a throne.
There is a sentiment abont the new King.
hi* y<juU>, lua ixuimcs#, bid novelu.vtiuvii
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tvill not bo lost upon ft people so sentimental
u> the Spaniards. Then even a prince who
liis anc«.stnU claims to respect is better than
.liia course, reckless adventurer who took
>pain by force, ami has been for a year holdnghis sword at her throat Alfonso XII.
s respectable, which Serrano conld never be.
3e will have the sympathy of the ruling
Powers in Europe, who have never been
riendly with republicanism, that not being
heir trade, nor a trade to be encouraged.
The kings who would not recognize the
epublic, after it hud been confirmed
>y me voius 01 me people, will nasten u)

ccognizo this Prince who represents a usurpaion.A usurping king is a much more do-
irable neighbor thin an honest accepted re-

mblic. The real trouble will come with the
eternal government. Spain is in a bad way.
ihe is governed by the worst influences.the
irotective spirit, the gambling spirit; a standagarmy, composed mainly of officers; an

stablished church, whose ministers are

nxious for government support and protoc-
Ion. The reforms which would have saved
pain and which the republicans began have
oen arrested and they will not be resumed
nder a king/ The credit of the country 'has
\llen into shameless repudiation. The provacesof the North are held and pillaged by
n army. The provinces of the South are

isturbed. Spain has stood still while other
ountrios have advanced, and she lias dono
lothing for years but appeal to the pity and
irbearance of the other governments. 'She
> a nation by sufferance.
And yet there is a glorious future for Spain
her peoplo would only rise up and take it.
he republic- is the only way, because the reublicis the only inflnence that can destroy
le monarchy, the standing army and the estbli&hedchurch. These are the institutions
iat have brought so much misery upon
pain.a monarchy which has produced the
orst of rulers; an army which has done all
q army could do but make war, and an esiblishedchurch which has repressed all
ational growth in oducation and political
rogress. Spain can be saved by a policy
rhich overthrows these institutions. The
epublicans began the work, but they were

eleated. When they begin again it will not
nd in defeat Our only fear is that the sec-

nd revolution will remember the treachery
nd perfidy which destroyed the one that now

nde, and, in tho angry suspicion thus
roused, deal with the kings, generals and
iriests in a less gentle spirit than Figueras
nd Castelar. "We feel that the republic is
lostponed, not destroyed, and we tender to
dfonso XII. our sincere condolences upon the
lurden which Calls upon his young shoulders
uifVi tKn V\Drrir»niTtrr r\4' fViiu nour man1

Lady Franklin*

In another column will be found an interestingcommunication, made in the name of
L»ady Franklin, by the hand of her niece,
Hiss Cracroft. It relates to the search in the
Vrctic regions for the much desired results of
,he labors of Sir John Franklin, as would in-
leed be immediately understood by all familarwith the grvnt aspiration of the brave and
aigh-minded old lady. Life for her has but
little left to be compared in importance with
what may be done to secure whatever traces
r>f Six John's voyage and record of his observationshave been concealed at points designatedin accordance with the theory or

hypothesis of those who have faith in the ex-

istence of such records ; and whatever may
come of such a search, when made, and whateverthereby may be the ultimate result in
geographical science of Sir John's expedition,the world will always be the better for
die example of the tenacious faith of the
widow who has given her life, not to idle
mourning, but to the systematic endeavor to
»ecure for science the advantages of her husband'ssacrifice. The communication referred
to is complete in itself, and gives a comprehensiveoutline of the facts involved in the
possible existence of the records for the discoveryof which the reward is proposed. We
sincerely hope this renewal of a long standing
offer may inspire some one filled with the
spirit of the knight errantry of the nineteenth
century.the ambition of exploration and discovery.

The "Menage."
We print elsewhere some interesting letters

from Madrid and Washington in reference to
the "Message" of the President telegraphed
to us by the Associated Press, and from here
to Europe by Mr. Iieuter. Our Madrid correspondentsends us the text of the Beutcr
despatch as printed in Madrid and the angry
comments of the Soauish Dress. As will be
seen, the Spanish journals assumed that the
President was abont to interfere in Cuba in
conjunction with other Powers, and, naturally,
there was much indignation. The despatch
of Reuter certainly justified this construction,
but the Mebsage did not. The question arises,
Who is responsible lor the warlike tone of
menace toward Spain which was infused into
the summary of the "Message ?"
Our Washington correspondent goes over

the whole ground, and shows that the sum-
mary telegraphed from Washington as an

official abstract of the Messa^o was correct
except in this allusion to Cuba. This demon-
Btrates clearly that whoever wrote that summaryorfurnished it to the press had read the
original Message, 01 was given very correct
points about it by the President himself or
some one in the White House. Indeed, one of
our Washington correspondents gives a semiofficialexplanation, emanating from a convenientfriend of the President, from which it
id majftTto appear th;it tlio agents of the AssociatedPress and the American Presa Associationreceived their information directly from
General Grant himself. We respectfully submit,however, that this indirect semi-official
explanation is not enough. In a matter of
rach grave importance the President owes it
both to himself and to the peoplo to expose
officially and unequivocally the origin of the
io-called garbled abstract.

The First Dat of 1875 passed off most happilyin this city. At the City Hal' Mayor Vance
handed over the keys of office to Mayor Wickham,and the new incumbent received his
many friends in the Govt-rnor's Room. The
Sheriff and the County Clerk spread hospi-
table tables for all who came, and Cflbiptroller
Green uttered a solecism that caused some
merriment at his expense. As a harbinger of
probuble peace and honest government the
opening day of the new year brought no disasteror crime in its train, making the omen a

Uupclui one.

TODAY, JANUARY 2, 1S75.
An rnfortunate 1*1ou for Mr. Greeiv h

It is urged as a reason why Comptroller
Greeu should be continued in the office ho at
present abusea that his removal Is advocated 11

by jiarties who hold dishonest claims against c

the city treasury which thoy do not hope to 11

collect until Mr. Green is out of the way. If
the Irienis and beneficiaries of the Comptrol- 81

ler can use no better argument than this in P
favor of his retention thoy must have a weak y1
and hopeless causo indeed. Thoir plea for ^
tht lr patrou would be a good one, provided,
first, that their assertions were true, and, next, t'
that Mr. Tweed had boen chosen Mayor ofNew y
York at tho last election and was about to take
control of the city government But William T

H. Wickhain is our Mayor elect, and he will
have the power of appointing a Comptroller
in the event of Mr. Greon's removal. To
argue that Androw II. Green must bo kept in tl
office through the personal intervention of oi

Uovernor niuen, oecause tus successor woum u

be likely to fuvor the payment of unjust claims tr

against the city treasury, is to charge that I

jto. Wickham is capable ol appointing to the ai

head of tho Finance Department a knave or a fti
fool, and to insist that the citizens of Now ei

York are in such a deplorable position that sc

thoy must look to the Governor of the State ai

for protection against the unfaithfulness or at

incapacity of their newly elected Mayor at the ol

very commencement of his administration. ai

Mayor Wickham's happy allusion to the U1
"home rule" principle of the democracy at the oi
Manhattan festival shows that we shall not SI
much longer be troubled with the present ai

Comptroller. Mr. Green must be removed from ai

office because of hi# unfitness, his unreliability, tc
his arrogance and his impracticability. He is p<
not large enough for the place ho has attempted n

to fill. He has no doubt resisted the payment
of unjust claims; but any Comptroller ap- a:

pointed by Mayor Wickham would just as ci

resolutely and just as effectively protect the tl
public treasury against the raids of dishonest T
mf>TL No onfi can snrinose that John .T. fJiano. rr

E. P. Fabbri, Cteorge 8. Forrest, Frederick if
Tappen, W. Seymour, John T. Agnew, Edward a

Cooper, Abel Denison,. or any other person who o

would be likely to be chosen as Green's r<

successor by Mayor Wickham, would pay out si

a dollar of the people's money improperly, q
either through connivance or ignorance. The c

insinuation that the next Comptroller would I
do so, conveyed by Mr. Green's beneficiaria-i, o

is a serious reflection on Mayor Wickham's tl
integrity or capacity. Governor Tilden could ti
not decline to approve Mr. Green's removal li
on such grounds without placing a personal c

affront on Mayor Wickham. If the Mayor ii
elect should resolve that the retention of w

Mr. Green in the office of Comptroller would s

be detrimental to the interests of the city and J
prejudiciid to the harmony and efficiency of b
his administration, Governor Tilden could tl
not reply that Mr. Green's presence at the ti
head of the Finance Department is necessary si

to protect the city treasury from spoliation n

without affixing on the Mayor elect the brand fl
of official dishonesty. These special pleas, o

put in to save Mr. Green, are in reality dam- b

aging to his cause. The people hope now for
a rule of genuine rof'orm. They have been ti
furnished for two or three years with a bogus r

article and are disgusted with the experience. I
The property owners of tbe city find that 1<
under our present financial policy the public tl
debt has increased from forty to sixty million h
dollars in three years. The uncertainty as to w

the actual amount is an evidence of the a:

dishonesty or incompetency of their finan- b
cial managers. As Mr. Green's friends a

insist that he has not paid out a single 1
dollar of the public money to dishonest o

claimants it follows that the enormous a

increase of debt and taxation is due to his ii
own extravagance or incapacity as a financial t:

manager. At the same time the city has s

been suffering from suffocation. What the a

people now want is relief from financial a

quackery. It is too late to raise the absurd p
cry that there is only one honest man in the o

city of New ¥ork and that his namo is An- r,

drew H. Green. Mayor Wiclcham's Comp- il
troller, while quite as honest as Mr. Green, c

will be less arrogant, less prejudiced, less e

pragmatical and far more capable. It is an

unwarrantable reflection upon Governor Til- c
den's good sense and sterling democratic f<
principle to insinuate that he would oppose C
Green's removal on the absurd and insulting y
pretence that Mayor Wickhain might appoint ti
a Comptroller who would connive at the rob- v

bery of the public treasury. c

ti
Religious Advertising. Q

An Australian journal shows us a new fea- p
ture, not only in advertising, but in propa- .f
gating religious truth. The Melbourne Leader
comes to us with a sermon of four columns
in the advertising department of the paper
under the head of "Publications." This ser-

o
mon is on Elijah, the Tishbite, by the Rev.

^
Dr. Krummacher, and especially discusses ^
"the Dej>arture for Zarephatb." It is an ex- ^
tract from Dr. Krummacher's famous book on ,

J
Elijah, which has long been one of the theo- j
logical classic*. The advertisement begins .

with a notice of this kind:."Sermon pub-
lishing fund. All persons desirous o< aiding

'

.

in the good work of continuing the publicationof the sermons are earnestly desired to ?
forward subscriptions. Contributions should
be sent to S. Warren, office of the Leader." J.
At the end of the sermon is the memoran- ^
dum, "Read 1 Kings, xvii. and James, v."
This is a unique and not a bad idea.the dis- ^
Bemination of religious truth by paying for it
in the advertising columns of leading newspapers.The difference, however, between
American and Australian journalism is that
w« publish an news, without payment, the ser-

mons of living men, of the groat masters of the
^

pulpit. By this means we give impulse and ^
freshness to the religious thought of the hour.
On the whole we think it is a better plan and
mora oonsonant with the spirit of true jour- jnalism than that of our brethren in Aus- ^tralia. j

Business in tub General Sessions.. 1)
During the last year the business in the courts, *

and especially in the Court of General J
Sessions, was unusually heavy. While the t
Court of Oyer and Terminer, with five judges, a

tried only fifty-two cases, the two judges of r

the General Sessions disposed of the immense e

number of sixteen hundred and seven indict- s

nients. It is no disparagement to City Judgo j
Sutherland to say that the bulk of this busi- t
ncss fell upon the shoulders of Recorder e

Hackett. Few men have the physical endur- i

ance necessary for the work which the c

itecorda daily perfume, and no judge who i

afi ever presided over our courts brought to lii
lie Bench more remarkablo qualities for the 0
ospatch of business. The triftl of bo many iu
idictments, nearly all of which wore for to
rimes that would be1 telony under the com- b<
ion law, and requiring in tho presiding juseegreat patience and skill, is a work that is
imply enormous. There can be no comlamtsof a court which nt the close of the be
ear is able to show such a record, and we bo- t>i
eve thero never was an instance in the ol
istory of criminal practice where two judges b<
ied so many causes of magnitude in a single p:
ear. nj

. N
lie I'ropoaed Submarine Railway
Between England and the Conti- J]
»ent. Cj
The rrrcat engineering project of tunnelling w

le English Channel id 'beginning to exoite tl
11 both Bides of that narrow sea u growing tc
itcrest akin to that we feel in our rapid ni
ansit. In a reccnt editorial the London U]
hues decidcdly encourages the undertaking tl
id remarkE:."It will not, alter all, be the P'
reatest achievement which the present gen- n<

ation hast seen actually accomplished." The A
:heme, which aims to connect Great Britain ir
id the Continent by a submarine railway, is ei

ispiciously inaugurated by two associations rt

r capitalists, one British and one French,
id proposes to proceed without depond-nce cl
[ion governmental aid. The only thing asked be

Parliament is the ri^ht to purchase land at A
t. Margaret's Bay and a portion of the beach h
id foreshore about halfway between Deal ol
ad Dover. A similar request is, of course, tl
> be made of the French government for the p
urchase of land on the opposite shore. But n

o subsidy or money grant is solicited. a:

The scheme is eertiiinlv a imicmifirflnt, one. n

nd, thongh its boldness is startling, its exe- nr

ution does not appear so difficult as some of &
ie later engineering feats of the century, tl
'he Suez Canal, constructed tlirough a P
loving sea of sand, oonrsing through an o

ithmian waste of over a hundred miles, was n

work equally stupendous. The perforation w

f Mont Cenis and its monumental Alpine tl
i>ck, as well as the great undertaking of the b
ubmarine cable, seemed in the initiation 1
uite as formidable as the cutting of the gray ft
halk which stretches across the straits from p
)over to Calais. The scene of the engineer's if

perations in the latter case must lie beneath si
lie ocean, and yet this fact constitutes no dif- o

iculty of known insurmountability. For a

jng time mining has been extensively
arricd on beneath the sea bed, and
a some instances where the latter
ras attenuated to comparatively a mere H
helL In Cornwall, Cumberland and
lorthumberland coal and other strata have
een worked so near the bottom of the ocean n
hat the beating of the billows could be dis-
inetly heard in the miners' galleries. It is 0

aid that one of the Cumberland pits extends
lore than four thousand yards under the sea

*

oor, and the manager states that the amount
t sea water finding its way into the mine is
carcely appreciable. | 8

It should bo borne in mind that the Channel
biinnel would be cut, not through adamantine c

ook, as the Alpine tunnel and much of the
loosac, but through a geological formation of a

joser texture, and yet sufficiently firm to bear
tie superincumbent body ot water. About four
undred feet of water is near the maximum f
'eight that would have to be sustained, and»
s the tunnel would be strongly supported and t;

raided as rapidly as made, the pressure irom K

bove would bo the least thing to be feared, w

'he whole question seems to be one n
f mnrtnv uml hmA spnroolv invnlvitiur ti

ny large demand upon engineering skill and 11

ivention; for within a very abort space of
^

ime the machinery and scienca requisite for ,,
uch piercings have been greatly increased j>
nd perfected. The extensive researches
lready m.vio by geologists and mining ex- lj

ierts afford strong evidence of the continuity ®

f the chalk bed along the line of the proposed
ailway, and the regularity of the stratum, n
f further experiment confirms it, will pro- y
lude the supposition of any fissure likely t« "

ndangcr the structure. j ll

By employing a well-tested tunnelling ma- ^
hine, invented by Mr. Brunton, for per- t

crating chalk deposits, it is estimated the 1'

Jhannel opening could be finished in two c

ears, at a cost pet mile far Iobs than that of P

bo London Metropolitan and District rail- t(
rays. The distance between the points to be tl
onnected is about twenty-thr<»e miles, and 15

he total estimated cost of the work, inclusive 11

f railways at either end, is about ten million n

lounds. We shall look with great interest ri
or further tidings from the great enterprise. p

. o

The Festivities of Mew Year's. '

Yesterday was to a very great extent tl
no of tho old-fashioned calling days which
rare always a feature of New Year's in w

his city. Making "calla" is one of the cus- h
oms which the "Dutch" bequeathed to New n
fork as a reminder of New Amsterdam that is c<

ikely to be cherished for many years to come. u

t is a custom which gives a particular characorto the day and has always proved exceed- lr
agly enjoyable. The only thing to be urged tt
gainst it is the excess of hospitality, and this n

3 not so deplorable after all. When the hos- P(

>itality ce.wes the custom itself will die out, p

or it would be intolerable to spend New [T
fear's Day in posing and being posed to. As l
matter of courso excesses are always to be oi

lepr cated, but tho offering of a glatss of wine c

n the first ilay of the year is not so great ^
n offence as to justify the imperti- c
lence of a cruaade from the temper-
nee societies. Indeed, in their zoal tt

* : J .1 t: e a. ni
FO arc airuiu luese bucicuos suiuuwuxca iurget
hat is due to eourteBy and good manners. ^
Jo desire to do good, however praiseworthy in et

(self, can excuse a request to the President m

iot to offer his visitors wine on New Year's 01

)ay. What it would be impolite to ask of the a'

'resident it is impolite to ask of any citizen,
n this matter of hospitality to "cullers" there a

tus been a good deal of cant of late years, and te

ery unnecessary cant, for it is seldom that b<

few York hospitality is abused. When gen- ^
lemon have many calls to make th'>y usually n

.void too much wine, for hospitality does not rc

eqnire that a man shall drink off a goblet in V(

very house he enters. The general quiet and
obriety whien ruled throughout the whole of
'esterday were proofs.if proof was wanted. n
hat much preaching would be work of super- ei

rogation. Those who had the most calls to 11

uake seemed to be the brightest and happiest m
»f our people, and whatever drunkenness distracydthe dav w.w counted to those who v

" 1111 . " " .

mited their festivities to the public house*
tie day of visiting in the year, and that the
itiative, is a delicious social custom, ami it is 1

be hoped it will be very many, many days
it'ora it falls into desuetude.

American Credit*

There are two or threo cases about to come
:lore our courts which have an interest out- <

de of the issues involved. In California we
jserve that tho attorneys for certain German
mdholders have brought suit against a com»nyfor default of the payment of interest
pon certain bonds sold in Germany. In t

ew York an action has been brought by
uglish stockholders in tho famous Emma
[ming Company against some distinguished
tizens of the United States, oharging them
ith having made false representations for '

ie purpose of securing the sale of tho mine
) English investors. Pending tho determiatiouof these suits we have nothing to say { *
pon their merits. There is, however, a

lought involved in this investigation imDrtantto us ,in a national benso. Should
ot somo method be found for protecting ^
merican credit? Is there no way of so amendigour law as to give the innocent purchaa- >'

:s of spurious or repudiated bonds soma >

(uiedy ? 0
Of course, one answer will be that the purimsorsof securities in Europe must take the 1
tnie risk as purchasers of other property in
mcrica; that before an investor buys a bond
e must acquaint himself with the true value
f the security it represents, or, failing in^^ #
iat, incur his own risk. We do not see how it
ossible lbr a government to make one law for ^i
icrchandise in bonds and another for ootton
ad sugar. At the same time, there is another
lisfortune. Under tho wretched governicntsthat have controlled the Southern
tates legislatures have virtually repudiated
ie most solemn obligations. An act of re- «

udiation by a sovereign State affects the
redit of the general government. The same

lay be said of the bonds of those great railayswhich have been, more or less, aided by
ie government Not only do the innocent
ondholders suffer, but our national credit.
'here should be some means of protecting the
tme of the country from these mischievous excrimentsof unscrupulous adventurers, and,
possible, of guarding foreigners who desire

incerely to aid in the development of the
auntry from \>eing swindled for their pains.

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.

Lieutenant S. C. Paine, United States Navy, 1*
uartered at tlie Gilsey House.
Congressman H. H. Haitiorn, of Saratoga, la
laying at the Fifth Avenue HotcL
congressman James S. Negley, of Pittsburg, is
jsidlng at the St. Nicholas HoteL
Captain John Mirehonse, of the steamship City

[ Montreal, is registered a; the New York Hotel.
Another admirable provision or nature*! In Neadathere is a Portuguese family on whose heads
o hair grows.
P. E. Havens, f(.rmer!y State Senator, Ac., has,
nth his lamiiy, taken rooms lor tne winter at the
t. Denis Hotel.
Queen VI torla dispensed lier usual New Year
ounties of beet, coal and breadstuff* at Windsor
astie yesterday.
Sir James Fergusson, Governor 01 New Zealand,
ud Hon. Thomas Russell, ol England, are at tha
irevoort Hon-<e.
Congressman George W. Hendee and ex-ConxessmanF. E. Wooiibridge, of Vermont, are at

lie Filth Avenue Hotel. *"

Wastherc any money, millions more or lesa, la
hat change in the President's message with reardto Cuba f And, 1( there was money la it,
rnosot the money ?
And they say the President "changed hi* 1
iind" in regard to Cuba. This is the only theory
bat is untenable. Grant does not change his
iind. Not spontaneously.
Though Pacific Mall Irwin is a great-grandson of \
enjauiin Franklin it must not be hastily assumed I
nat his operations are the ultimate resait of ta*
oor Hlchard theories in finance.
The New York star enters the new year with s
iTTrnlff r>Yroihb(1 IfAA in wlli^h tft iniinlifA tw itm

parkllng scintillations. We congratulate the
tar upon Has evidence of increasing prosperity.
Is It not somewnat like a confession that so
lany officials coming Into office wltli the nc?r
ear rush prematurely to qualify themjelvea
nder the old oaih ? Did they, then, really fear
He new one f
The French transport La Glolre has arrived at
;cw Caledonia from Brest with 291 convicts and
Inrty-ilve Communist deportea. Among the latter
; one.said to have held high rank in France.
ondemned to Imprisonment for life in a fortified
lace.
Vice President Wilson has returned to Wasning-''
3n and intends to preside in the senate during
He remainder 01 the session. The report that he
now going to Europe is therefore incorrect, al- t

Hough he may make a short trip abroad during
ext summer.
Pettis' confession throws floods or light on ths
eason why criminals are never cauirtit by our
olice. Detectives get their percentage, then by
lllctal comity the case is given to the officer who
as received the percentage on it, and he works u
p so an to get plenty of "clews," but not to cateb
tie criminal.
It is reported rrom Berlin that the Emperor
rrote to Bismarck on the USth inst. a very gr<tlousletter, thanking him for the zeal with wtucft
e had defended In Parliament some Items in ths
tilitary budget. That looks as n there were a
jldness that the Emperor had supposed that
isinarck might reasonably neglect those pointa.
The Council of the Bank of France has been
mowhat bothered at the small quantity of gold
i circulation, but npon investigation K satisfied
lat the gold does not go out of the country and la. \
ot melted, but is absorbed by the. savings of the
eopie. It hopes to remedy all that by the speedy .

Ajment of cash to the extent of 300,000.000 franca. 4
Oi the two expeditions which went into Dariour
nm Egypt in December, Colonei R. E. Colston and f
leutenant Colonel H. B. Reed were In charge oc
ae and Colonel R. 3. Hurdy and Lieutenant
oIoticI A. M. Mason were In chaffe or the other.
tiese are all American officers, and were espeallychosen for the service oy General C. P. Stone,
Hit! of staff to tUe Khedive.
Tliat well-known veteran of the Southern press,
ic KieUinoml Btujuirer, hails the new year under
;w anil oeuuticent auspices. Mr. John H. Bryant
is become its proprietor, and what with a new

po^rapnical suit, an unexceptionable corps of
lltors and reporters, anil hltnseif as business
anager, l* expected thar the Knqulrrr will not
lly regain its old-time popularity, but enter
>on new fields of usefulness and enterprise witu
rery augury of success.
The Art Journal makes its appearance to-day m
modified :orni. It is now international in its inrest,and in future a good ileal of attention will f
; ijivcn in irg pages to American art. All the old
cecllency of the London series will be preserved
tne American edition, with the added Interest

hicii Tnu»t accrue from the introduction of papers
taring to the art progress of America. Tne uew '

?uture is made by the Appletons, who have 1
squired exclusive right to the Kngllsu einrravigs.the opening number contains a beautnal I
igraving of Tin tern Abbey, by Leader; a moonllitscene 011 the Wye, with many clever wood $
itfravings. A splendid engraving of Foley's *\
las'erpiece, the equestrian statue now erected
i Calcutta, wlii convey a fitting idea of the Iosa ,

rhicn art sustained oy the death of tne gr«*t
risft sculptor. The Art. Journal win sapyif
raut koug tclt la American art literature.


